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A few of my favourite things’

by Alan Sharp

OLD Testament verse: Wh-
en I was at junior school,
the whole class used to
learn and say together cer-
tain passages of Scripture,
along with our multiplica-
tion tables and some poet-
ry. One of the Bible passag-
es we learnt was the 23rd
psalm in the Authorised
Version. Years of teaching
choirboys to sing Anglican
Chant make me even more
familiar with the Prayer
Book translation: “The Lord
is my shepherd: therefore
can I lack nothing”

New Testament verse:
I Corinthians 13. 13, “And
now faith, hope and love
abide, these three; and the
greatest of these islove.” The
concluding verse of Paul’s
great hymn to love and the
most popular choice of Bi-
ble readings for wedding
couples.

Hymn: “Let us build
a house where love can
dwell” (StF 409). “All are
welcome in this place” with
its implicit reminder, cer-
tainly in inclusive church-
es, that all in the congrega-

tion are expected to offer
that welcome. “You can't sit
there; that’s my seat” is not
acceptable!

Book: “The Warden” by
Anthony Trollope, the first
of his Barchester novels.
There was a period in my life
when I used to read these
continuously, one every two
or three months and when I
had finished the last one, I
would go back to “The War-
den” and start again. Great
insight into 19th century
church politics.

Song: “The Rhythm of
Life’, from the film “Sweet
Charity” I once went on a
residential course on “The
Theology of the Musical”
We had been invited to take
a clip of a song from a musi-
cal which expressed some-
thing of our own theolo-
gy. I took a VHS tape of the
film wound to “The Rhythm
of Life” After the lectur-
er played it, my fellow stu-
dents demanded a replay,
so we watched it again. And
watched the whole film one
evening later in the week af-
ter dinner.

TV or radio programme:
Every weekday morning at
6.30 am I switch on to the
“Breakfast” programme on
BBC Radio 3 to be greeted

by my favourite radio pre-
senter, Petroc Trelawny.
He gives me company as
I eat my solitary break-
fast. He tells me he hopes
I slept well, comments on
the weather conditions as
he cycled to Broadcasting
House and introduces the
excellent programme of
music he plays for the next
three hours. He gets each
day off to a splendid start.
Someone in history who
has inspired me: William
Mompessson was the vic-
ar of the plague village of
Eyam. When the plague hit
the village he persuaded the
villagers to isolate them-
selves from the outside
world. Some 260 of the vil-
lage’s population died from
the plague, but far more
lives were saved in the sur-
rounding villages through
the selfless act of Mompes-
son and his parishioners.
Place where I feel close
to God: Quarr Abbey. Nine
years ago a very close friend
of mine died from cancer.
His ashes were buried in the
grounds of Quarr Abbey on
the Isle of Wight, where his
brother had been a monk
for a number of years. My
vicar, knowing I would like
to visit Michael’s grave and

being due for his annual
retreat, offered to take me
to Quarr where we spent a
few days joining in the sev-
en Daily Offices with the
monks. We went again on
the vicar’s next retreat. On
both occasions I not only
felt close to God, but also
close to Michael.

An impressive faith
building: The Cathedral
and Abbey church of St Al-
bans. My local cathedral,
only a couple of miles from
my home (and very close to
my Methodist church) and
another place where I feel
close to God. A stunning
building, the longest nave of
any UK cathedral and also
a parish church. Modern
technology now means that
the mediaeval wall paint-
ings can be made to appear
in their original colours at
the touch of a button.

A memorable journey:
After passing my driving test
I bought my first car, a Mor-
ris Minor 1000; £220; petrol
19 shillings a gallon plus a
shilling tip for the attendant
who “filled her up” After
pottering around for a few
weeks I decided I ought to
attempt a longer journey. I
took my parents from north-
west London where we then
lived to Exeter for a holiday.
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I was hesitant about driv-
ing through traffic so we set
off at 2.30 am. And arrived
in Exeter shortly after 8 am
before anywhere was open.
The highlight of the journey
was seeing Stonehenge in
the sunrise, an image which
has never left me.

Alan Sharp is a retired
school teacher and a (not
retired!) organist and
Methodist local preach-
er for over 60 years. He
writes a monthly article
on hymns and hymn tunes
for the Methodist Recorder
and has contributed to the
Methodist “Word in Time”
Bible notes.
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