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BACKGROUND 

Circuit Safeguarding Officer 

West Hertfordshire and Borders & St Albans and Welwyn Methodist Circuits 

In 2018 the West Herts and Borders Methodist Circuit appointed a paid part-

time Circuit Safeguarding Officer to coordinate safeguarding in the circuit. This 

has been a successful appointment and has enabled the circuit to improve its 

safeguarding activity across the circuit. The current post holder is moving to a 

new role, and we are therefore looking to appoint a new person to the post. 

The St Albans and Welwyn Methodist Circuit is also now looking to make a paid 

part-time appointment for Circuit Safeguarding Officer following the 

resignation of the current post holder. 

Given that the two Circuits border each other we have decided to make a joint 

appointment at this point in time. 

The post involves supporting the churches in their safeguarding work, being a 

first point of contact for any safeguarding concerns, monitoring contracts, 

preparing and delivering Foundation Level safeguarding training to church 

members and ensuring that Advanced Level safeguarding training is available 

and attended by the relevant people. The ability to communicate effectively 

with a wide range of people will be important. 

The post will be for 15 hours a week, worked flexibly as required, with 10 

hours directed towards the West Herts and Borders Circuit and 5 hours 

towards the St Albans and Welwyn Circuit. The post-holder will be based at 

home (although there may be the option to work from a circuit church if 

desired). Travel to churches across the two circuits will be required. The 

current post-holder in the West Herts and Borders Circuit will be available to 

hand over and to provide support in the early days of the post. 

The West Hertfordshire and Borders Circuit includes the towns of Watford, 

Hemel Hempstead, Harpenden, Berkhamsted, and Tring. The Circuit has 20 

churches (2 of which are Local Ecumenical Partnerships). Sizes range from very 

small village churches to one with over 400 members. Total circuit membership 
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1579. The circuit is served by 7 presbyters, a deacon, 1 part time lay outreach 

worker, a part-time administrator, and a bursar.   

The St Albans and Welwyn Circuit includes the towns of St Albans, Potters Bar, 

Radlett, Hatfield, and Welwyn Garden City. The Circuit has 10 churches (2 of 

which are Local Ecumenical Partnerships) and includes small neighbourhood 

churches and three churches with memberships of over 100. Total circuit 

membership is 557. The Circuit is served by 3 presbyters, a deacon, a part-time 

administrator plus an Anna Chaplain employed jointly by two St Albans 

churches. 
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